
What’s Citrus 
Red No. 2 & why 

have I never 
heard of it?



On April 22, 2025:



Some oranges have a 
green-ish skin and are 
not bright orange  



Citrus Red No. 2 is approved to color the 
skin of mature oranges that are not 

intended for processing

It makes oranges more orange

21 CFR 74.302



When used the oranges must be labeled 
either individually or on the bulk container

CPG 550.625



Provisional listing in 
1959 and approved in 
1963, Citrus Red No. 2
is largely forgotten



Although FDA did create a school project …




