


There are two types of color additives:

Don’t require batch 
certification

Require batch 
certification

They have names like 
“beta-carotene” or 
“iron oxides”

They have names like 
“FD&C Red No. 3” or 
“D&C Orange No. 5”



The certified colors’ name is made-up by FDA 
and has three pieces. 

Use Predominant Shade Number

FD&C Red No. 3

Citrus Red No. 2

FD&C Yellow No. 6

D&C Orange No. 5

Ext. D&C Violet No. 2



Understanding the Shade:

It’s a bit self-explanatory, red is red, violet is violet, and so on. 
This was selected instead of the previous “common” names.



Understanding the Number:

Each colorant in the shade is 
assigned a sequential number. 

So Red No. 40 is the 40th red 
shade certified color. 



Understanding the Use Code:

Code Translation

FD&C Food, drugs, and cosmetics

Citrus Citrus (oranges really)

D&C Drugs or cosmetics

Ext. D&C External drugs or cosmetics

The code indicates the products that could include the 
colorant (at least historically).



Understanding the Use Code:

The code is now largely meaningless because the law 
change after FDA developed this system in 1939. 

D&C Black No. 2 While there’s “D” for drug, it 
cannot be used any drug product

FD&C Blue No. 2 While there’s “C” for cosmetic, it 
cannot be used in any cosmetics, 
only food, ingestible drugs, and 
surgical sutures



Simplifying the Name

FDA sometimes permits to a certified color being named 
only be its Shade and Number.



Simplifying the Name … Sometimes

Yet elsewhere FDA continues to expect the use code as 
part of the name, even though it is really a historic legacy.




